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I flagged them down and to say that [ want to
talk to them about skating. They look down at
me from the tallest ramp, perched easily on their
boards, and I have no idea what to ask other than,
“What is the appeal of skating?”

McMurry said, “I've been doing it for eleven years
and I can’t stop. It’s hard” After a brief pause he
added, “Its freedom”

Freedom. I liked that.

The school day was over. About ten more boys,
between the ages of 10 and 18, gathered on the
other side of the park with their hands in the
pockets of their hooded sweatshirts, deciding
what ramp to fly off, what rail to slide along, or
what corner to ricochet off.

An old man with a beard walked by and asked me
whether anyone had killed themselves yet. He's
like me: adults need to pre-book an appointment
with their chiropractor and double check their
life insurance policies before going over the edge.

“Not yet," I replied, and he walked away, casting
a final envious look before going out to his car. I
take a closer look at the skaters too.

Two rollerbladers, Jesus Gallegos and Gerik
“Twist” Przybyski, are making a movie of
themselves gliding down a railing. [ wonder how
many hundreds of times they’ve done that before
bringing the video camera to the park.

Gallegos said, “I've progressed a lot in this park
already”

Gallegos explained that even though the park

is compact, it has a lot of technical challenges.
Pryzybyski demonstrated a move that he learned
at the park, a point star.

‘The ones who do the wildest moves are all

~ working hard, slowing down the moves like

musmlans practlcmg scales until they're perfect.
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rather than from a coach or from a parent. They _
make sacrifices, like taking turns shoveling I
the three inches of ice that blankets the park, ; ‘ — :
coaching each other and supporting each other | ' . WG
until they reach their goals. ' '

And that’s what outsiders have the hardest time
pinning down; what the goal actually is. It's
simply to be natural and to be free.

“It makes me so happy,”
said Przybyski.
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Just some of the many benefits
of being a YMCA Member:

FREE to Members Fitness Classes
40 fitness classes a week to choose from: ZUMBA!, Yoga,
Y-Ride ("spinning"-type classes) Group Cycling, Pilates, Step, Aerobics,
Conditioning, Exercise Lite and SilverSneakers!

672-4083

Located in White Rock
UE&L next to Smith’s
N“ www.bandeliergrill.com

Monday - Frida

-2 A 11t02 &5 to
FREE to Members Child Watch Saturda
Child Watch provides YMCA Members with free on-site supervision 5 to 8 Y

for their children, while in the facility working out or attending classes.

Too many benefits to mention here, call us, come in
or visit our NEW website, www.laymca.org for
The Family YMCA information on our over 50 other programs.

1450 Iris Street Ask us about our Membership Specials!

¢ New [tems Added to Menu # Monday Night is Kids Night
¢ New Dessert Menu ¢ Live Music on Tuesday Night
¢ Beer and Wine Menu Updated ¢ White Rock’s Family Restaurant
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